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Foreword by the Composer

The Medford Hymn Book, named after the city I lived in while composing the
music (viz. Medford, Massachusetts), is a collection of 215 four-part a cappella
hymns in which the music (and in 130 cases the text as well) is by the present
composer of this collection, assembled over most of the year 2023.

I became immersed in writing hymns in my own free harmonic style and sharing
them with a dear old friend, Bill Harwood of Vermont in Christian fellowship with
him, as he fought but ultimately lost his battle with an atypical cancer late in 2023.
I felt a special kinship in these hymns with Bill, through my almost daily hymns
for which he always kindly expressed appreciation. It was a special bond I’1l never
forget. one that could not have happened without modern technology like email
and music software, as we lived in two different cities in two different states.

I have discovered that I have a spiritual calling to compose musical hymns, in the
stylistic way in which I have gone beyond the Bach principles of chorale writing
and incorporated unorthodox, though singable, voice-leading and surprising
musical moments. Thus the music owes its existence to the style blazoned by J. S.
Bach, in his church cantatas, infused with a more contemporary approach to
harmony and melody as well as tessitura, spacing and melody.

All solely to the glory of God!

Medford, Massachusetts, February 6, 2025



to the living memory of a dear friend,

William “Bill” Harwood

Back Cover

Richard St. Clair (b. 1946) was raised in a music-loving family who supported his
early music studies in Grand Forks, North Dakota, his birth state. His first work for
chorus was a “Lamb of God” which he wrote as a teenager. His doctoral studies at
Harvard (Ph.D. 1978) only served to reinforce his determination to compose
relevant and meaningful music for practicala musicians.

The Medford Hymn Book is music of inward spiritual prayer and revelation as well
as open-hearted praise and worship of Christ Jesus and Almighty God through the
Holy Spirit.

“St. Clair has created a fascinating sound world, both charged and atmospheric.
His is a stirring and original voice.”
—Lloyd Schwatz, Boston Phoenix



Let All the Earth Their Voices Raise

Dur.: 2'45"
Isaac Watts (words)

Hymn 1

Richard St. Clair, music

Steady J=92 (25 Jan. 2023)
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Let all the  earth their voi - ces raise  to sing the  choi - cest
hea - thens know  thy glo - ry, Lord; the won - dering na - tions
fram'd  the globe,  he built  the sky, He made  the shin - ing
the great  day, the glor - ious hour, when earth shall  feel his
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song of praise, to sing and____  bless our Fa - ther's
read thy ___ word, but here our___ Fa - ther's name is
worlds on high, and reigns com - plete in glo - ry
sav. -  ing power, and bar -  barous na - tiTs fear his
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name; His glo - ries let the hea - thens know, his won - ders to____ the
known: our wor - shiip shall  no more be paid to gods which  mor - tal
there; His beams are ma - jes - ty and  light; His beau - ties how _ di -
name; then shall ~ the  race of man con - fess the beau - ty of ___ his
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na - tions show, and all___  his sa - ving works pro - claim. 2.The
hands have made; Our Ma - Kker is our God a - lone. 3He _
vine - ly  bright! His tem - ple how di - vine - ly fair! 4.Come
ho - 1i - ness, and in___ his courts his grace pro - claim!
= f.\. 9

e
2
!

©2023 Richard St. Clair



My God, my King
Dur.: 3' Hymn 2

Richard St. Clair, music
(26 Jan. 2023)

Isaac Watts, words
Deliberate, not dragging J =84
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My God, my King, thy  var - ious praise  shall fill the glad - ness
wings of ev - ery hour shall bear some thank - ful tri - bute
truth and jus - tice I'l  pro - claim: Thy boun - ty flows, an
works  with sov - ereiegn glo - ry shine, and speak thy ma - jes -
dis - tant times and na - tions raise the long suc - ces - sion
who can speak Thy  won - d'rous deeds! Thy great - ness all our
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of my days; Thy grace em - ploy my__  hum - Dble tongue Till
to thine ear; and ev ery set - ting__  sun shall  see new
end - less stream,  Thy mer cy swift, thine an - ger slow, but
ty di vine; let ev ery realm  with__  joy pro - claim the
of Thy praise;  and un born a - ges__  make my song the
thoughts  ex ceeds!  Vast and un-search - a - ble Thy ways:  Vast
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truth and glo - ry raise the song. 2.The _
works of du - ty done for Thee. 3.Thy
dread ful  to the stub - born foe. 4.Thy
sound and hon - our of Thy name. S.Let __
joy and la - Dbour of their tongue. 6.But
and im - mor - tal be_ Thy praise!
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Our Father Reigns 3

Dur.: ca 2'
Hymn 3
Isaac Watts, words Richard St. Clair, music
o . 28 Jan. 2023
Gently swinging J =36 (28 Jan )
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1.Our Fa - ther reigns: he dwells in light, gir -ded  with
2.But  ere this spa - cious | world was made, or had its
3.Like floods the an - gry na - tions rise, and aim their
4 For e - ver shall Thy throne en - | dure;__ Thy pro - mise
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ma - jes -| ty and might: the world cre - | a - ted
first foun -| da - tions laid, Thy  throne e - | ter - nal
rage a - | gaint the skies; vain  floods that aim their
stands for e - ver sure; And e - ver - | las - ting
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by His hands still  on its first foun -| da -  tions [stands.
a -  ges stood, Thy - self the e - ver -| liv - ing |God.
rage__  so high! _ At Thy re -| buke the bil - lows | die.
ho - li -| ness__ be - comes the dwel - ling of Thy |grace.

%;
T
lilly
-

©2023 Richard St. Clair



The Lord of Glory Reigns 4
Dur.: ca 3'
Hymn 4
Isaac WattS, words Richard St. Clair, music
. . 28 . 2023
Bright, joyful J=92 (28 Jan )
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1.The  Lord of glo-ry reigns, He reigns on high; His__  robes of state are
is th'e - ter - nal King: thy foes in  vain raise__  their re - bel - lion
tem - pessts rage no more; ye floods be still; and the mad___ world sub -
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strength __ and ma - jes - ty: this wide cre - a - tion a-rose at His com-
to con - found Thy  reign: in  vain the storms, in___ vain  the floods a -
mis -  sive to____ His will; built on His Truth His__ Church must e - ver
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mand, built by His word and stab - lish'd by His  hand:___ lond stood His throne ere
rise, and roar and toss their  waves a - gainst the skies;__ foam - ing  at heav'n, they
stand; firm are His prom-i - ses, and strong His hand:__ see His own sons, when
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He be-gan cre - a - tion, and His  own sub-stance is the firm foun-da - tion. 2. God
rage with wild com - mo - tioin, but heav'n's high arch - es scorn the swel-ling o - cean. 3.Ye
they ap-pear be - fore Him, bow at His foot - stool, and with fear a - dore Him.
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Sweet Is the Memory of Thy Grace

Dur.: ca2'15"

Isaac Watts, words

Based on Psalm 145

Sweetly, simply J =34

Hymn 5

Richard St. Clair, mjusic
(30 Jan. 2023)
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1. Sweet is the mem - 'ry of Thy __  grace, my
2.God reigns on high, but nev - er con - fines His
3.With long - ing eyes thy crea - tures wait on
4.How kind are Thy com - pas - sions, Lord! How
5.Crea - tures with j their end - less__  race, Thy
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God, my hea - ven-ly King; let age to age Thy
good -  ness to the  skies; Through the  whole earth His
Thee for dai - ly food, Thy lib - ral hand pro -
slow Thine an - ger  moves! But soon He  sends His
pow - er __ and praise ___  pro - claim; but saints  that  taste Thy
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righ - teous - ness in songs of glo - ry sing.
boun - ty shines, and ev' - ry want____ sup - plies.
vides their meat, and fills_____ their mouths _  with good.
par - don - ing world to cheer the souls___  He loves.
ri - cher grace de - light to bless____  Thy name.
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How Wondrous Are Thy Ways 6

Dur.: ca 2'15"

Hymn 6
after Isaac Watts Richard St. Clair, music
& Ps.103(1]) (31 Jan. 2023)
Moderato (4= c. 108)
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Our Fa - ther, how wond - 'rous  are Thy ways! How
far_ a - bove Thy power hath spread The
Thy e - ter - nal  love is sure To
. e o o ® e o fe
) A ! e s
T.B. 7+ l : o #
v I @ T |
- [ | I I 1
6 N
— h l A ‘ } 1 1 1 l ‘
p ] — ] 1 — 1 -

i
hii
I

.\_/ R \/

fiim____ Thy Truth, how large_ Thy grace! Thou
star - ry hea - vens a - bove___ far head, As
all of faith, and shall en, - dure: From
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tak - est Thy mer - cy or hy throne, and
Thy__ rich love ex - ceeds our praise, be -
age to age Thy Truth shall reign, Lest
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thence Thou mak - est  Thy glo - ries known. 2.So
yond the high - est hopes we raise. 3. Yes,
an - y - one__ should hope in vain.
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